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to close charter schools that are underperforming and not improving. But
where charter schools demonstrate success and exceed expectations, we
should share what they learn with other public schools and replicate those
that produce dramatic results. Many charter schools choose to locate in
communities with few high-quality educational options, making them an
important partner in widening the circle of opportunity for students who
need it most.

Our children are ready to write the next great chapter in the American
story. As parents and teachers and citizens, it is up to all of us to provide
them the tools they need to keep our country moving forward—from a de-
gree that leads to a good job to the critical thinking skills that make our
democracy thrive. This week, we recognize charter schools that are advanc-
ing those goals, and we recommit to helping our Nation’s children go as
far as their talents will take them.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 5 through May 11,
2013, as National Charter Schools Week. I commend our Nation’s charter
schools, teachers, and administrators, and I call on States and communities
to support charter schools and the students they serve.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8976 of May 9, 2013
Military Spouse Appreciation Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As long as there have been courageous men and women willing to protect
our Union and our ideals, there have been extraordinary spouses at their
side—patriots in their own right who serve and sacrifice in ways many can-
not fathom. They are moms and dads who take up the work of two during
deployments, shuffling their careers and packing up their lives whenever
our Nation calls. They are dedicated employees at our businesses, com-
mitted volunteers in our communities, and essential caretakers for our
wounded warriors. America’s military spouses are at the core of our Armed
Forces, and on Military Spouse Appreciation Day, we celebrate their con-
tributions to keeping our country safe.

Just as we are bound by a sacred obligation to care for our men and women
in uniform, we are equally responsible for making sure their loved ones get
the support they deserve. My Administration has taken steps to uphold that
special trust, from investing in childcare and education for military fami-
lies to providing mortgage assistance for military homeowners. Through
First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden’s Joining Forces initiative, we
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have partnered with the private sector to expand hiring for military spouses
and veterans.

We have also called on States to streamline credentialing and licensing pro-
cedures that hinder too many military spouses when they move from duty
station to duty station. Military spouses with professional experience
should not have to wait for work, and our businesses should not have to
go without their skills. By simplifying the certification process, we can
help ensure the financial stability of our military families, strengthen our
Armed Forces, and spur growth throughout our economy. To learn more
and get involved, visit www.JoiningForces.gov.

In the past few years, we have seen every part of our society come together
and make a real commitment to supporting our military families—not just
with words, but with deeds. Yet, we must do more to honor the profound
debt of gratitude we owe our military spouses. Their strength and resolve
reflects the best of the American spirit, and on this occasion, let us pledge
once more to serve them as well as they serve us.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 10, 2013, as Military
Spouse Appreciation Day. I call upon the people of the United States to
honor military spouses with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8977 of May 10, 2013

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a Nation, we have no task more urgent than creating good jobs, strength-
ening our economy, and reigniting the thriving middle class that has al-
ways been the true engine of America’s growth. To meet these goals, we
need to rebuild the infrastructure that powers our industries. We need to
make our cities more connected and more resilient to the challenges we
face. We need to restore our roads, bridges, and ports—transportation net-
works that are essential to making the United States the best place in the
world to do business.

In the past 4 years, we have taken important steps down that path. But
even now, too many of our rail lines are slow and backed up. Too many
of our bridges remain unsafe. We know our country can do better—which
is why I proposed a “Fix-It-First” program earlier this year to put people
to work on our most pressing transportation projects. Alongside it, I also
proposed a Partnership to Rebuild America, which would attract private
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